
THE INTERNATIONAL FEDERATION OF 
GYNECOLOGY AND OBSTETRICS

XXI WORLD CONGRESS
4-9 October  2015



PRE-CONGRESS WORKSHOP

Summit on Shaping Our Planetary Legacy: Setting an Agenda for 
Environmental Reproductive Health



Recommendation 1: Advocate for 

policies to prevent exposure to toxic 

environmental chemicals

Recommendation 2: 

Work to ensure a healthy food 

system for all

Recommendation 3: 

Make environmental health part of 

health care

Recommendation 4: Champion 

environmental justice



Reproductive Health and the Environment

What is “The Environment”?



“ENVIRONMENT” Includes:

 Industrial chemicals

 Agricultural chemicals

 Physical agents 
(heat, radiation)

 By-products of combustion 
and industrial processes 
(dioxin)

 Foods and nutrients

 Prescription drugs

 Lifestyle choices and 
substance abuse

 Social and 
economic factors



Dr. Birnbaum:NIEHS, Sharpe and Irvine, 2004

Should We Be Concerned? 



 Why have some diseases increased in incidence over 
the past 40 years?

Genes have not changed over that time

 Recent “epidemics” of diabetes, asthma, ADHD, obesity 
due to environmental, dietary and behavioral changes

 We will never understand the etiology of diseases 
without an understanding of the role of “environment”

Gene-Environment and Disease



Chemicals in the International environment

 There are 70-100,000 
chemicals in global commerce

 Production is increasing about 
3.4% annually

 4800 chemicals are “high 
volume” or exceed 1million 
pounds of use a year

 By 2020, LOW INCOME 
countries will lead the world in 
high volume production

DiRenzo, GC. et al. 2015.   International Federation of Gynecology and Obstetrics opinion on reproductive health impacts of exposure to toxic environmental chemicals.

Int J Gynecol Obstet (2015), http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.ijgo.2015.09.002.  
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FOR …
EVERY WOMAN

EVERY TIME


