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This bulletin lists upcoming events plus recent announcements, news and journal articles,
calls for proposals and other items related to children's environmental health. They are
archived and searchable on our website:
http://www.healthandenvironment.org/working_groups/childrens_health/bulletins.

ICEH Highlights

New Resource: Climate Change and Children's Health
With several recent reports and statements regarding the impact of climate change on
health, the Initiative on Children's Environmental Health is excited to provide a new
resource page on Climate Change and Children's Health:
www.healthandenvironment.org/working_groups/childrens_health/climate  This page lays
out why children are especially vulnerable, what health impacts may be caused or
exacerbated by climate change, and actions that we can take as individuals and as
groups. A resources section also links to additional information. This new resource will be
updated as new information becomes available.

Announcements

A daily news feed with articles and announcements is available on CHE's website:
http://www.healthandenvironment.org/news/announce.

EPA strengthens transboundary hazardous waste shipment regulations.
The final rule announced today aligns EPA's hazardous waste import/export/transit
shipment regulations with the procedures of the Organization for Economic Cooperation
and Development (OECD), an international consortium that comprises 30 countries
including the United States.

U.S. EPA releases annual enforcement results and mapping tool.
The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has released enforcement results for
fiscal year 2009, and has developed a new Web-based tool and interactive map that
allows the public to get detailed information by location about the enforcement actions
taken at approximately 4,600 facilities.

EPA adopts strong standards for large ships to curb air pollution.
The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency has finalized a rule setting tough engine and
fuel standards for large U.S.- flagged ships,  a major milestone in the agency's
coordinated strategy to slash harmful marine diesel emissions.

Call for comments: EPA proposes to expand the Lead Monitoring Network.
EPA is proposing to require air quality monitoring around sources that emit a half ton or
more of lead a year, lowering the current threshold from one ton a year to include more
sources. The proposal also modifies the current requirement for monitoring in larger
urban areas.

EPA releases first-ever baseline study of U.S. lakes.
The draft study, which rated the condition of 56 percent of the lakes in the United States
as good and the remainder as fair or poor, marked the first time EPA and its partners
used a nationally consistent approach to survey the ecological and water quality of lakes.

http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102911909655&s=3891&e=001mmNtGNGr3_aSw0-XtuyNuN1nLKGotJ3sphIT-VDfLN2pxGnaBtSA7RANgD2yV5-qgpBVN8PAZBhTWdPX1LLNHl3q9baZMNKkB7ldNC3q2f3quW01pp6I-j9N2TbkQS7_
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102911909655&s=3891&e=001mmNtGNGr3_bXfxcPx057lk2-Ra-vn2Vkwtu9Id5czqgmzxbrL3aoTZ-Jhu5_2mZtFwpLnjUHnxV0pVyeXgZSLJolajUcZkTZ9UBR9LNxhTcmf4S1GkQvOl66eTKaCo8sBmQpd5-bhTrud6o9lVVQLowHQ76L6eBk5-2ul3U7OrBrmm4_8toqtG8mXnYK7nD2
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102911909655&s=3891&e=001mmNtGNGr3_Y02cRMuaa_TVoz5zn7Udr6MlE-juncFoH_ulcYXdH7VwFDDLQWKAKP1z0Ncno5GLVp2V9tychIg9k4KIcbg1MJN-um9O5oYcZQaNc9MpxX9rDl2-NtdN0TDQXqX34gAft-kT_JmmNXnaaS8Qpt7YxKNudcOTBaa9NmqLybz5268xoaw7yZ36Fm
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102911909655&s=3891&e=001mmNtGNGr3_YGw5nUtM9BEprVyWIocn8Zpx09iKuY3uDpdZPhzAfSpUkYHmUomCmJV71fR--zOmxe9UIEgVyIte13Ivk93h0DzkdUw0OvSUvDLuH6xb1Q7uYCjDioTK37yA5useP-chkV-eaPcgcyVg==
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102911909655&s=3891&e=001mmNtGNGr3_bOqTzCE3NljPegKG_6e4TAV1yYHzc3xqdDR3iH7FDuPJjWZYUWoq6Zy0apaRFxqfCOGFUsWyYc48qorZD8MLs4K7s9S6lQ6VOiv8LEe-OFPN1zlzkdDQzUNcSyRSTPYXj95Sbre-4WAQREI2BVlkqbOs7lKPnpQB7iZWHeAnHJifHPxMLr8Jsl
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102911909655&s=3891&e=001mmNtGNGr3_Z28z2rx1lOQgkNGyJwPD9Bsgvt-0AlNHS90vKlNi__8XfXcXfA1fWtQH1T3DdWfA6EJWOp2QFPfnCKVRvH7UXnq8BgKToh9xmVQaD2uBCKOudC7BvTteTMx_SyuIp1i6_rKWNsopYxdWZ_AJs-1NcGMTEhpN4LFNVuGgHMHIGI-iTOadMrAGZ0
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102911909655&s=3891&e=001mmNtGNGr3_atkefyrulW9ez9AVmWrlz1oREDXVX4ldewLFyEQwSY92Ox5mASgjmP-6c5buEV9JKAevpT1zC-bM740p6hHJWHTsxJXtE5AUlb1phUJmamYCEBvm3VwJaTbATO6vMG4p_VcanUFk_FPZaSQaf-pO0lYuxE-S2qLmPaaooocSeTYeuMyIDrBi-e
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102911909655&s=3891&e=001mmNtGNGr3_ZSB-IfyXVn7WB2p1zNHakZF_TtNSeHCMekjt9Rfwm9N4isKsVl8_qyncyn4Qa5-rw0qLDvOLn8m8k7WJx5Txv-KNghOrsbbKPlv5KJ-6VjUnNIqeidre4dz34xETYcgDCzALLHvX9yd7AAlzQJ280gOZJJ-Mgvsz7SEOq4jl4FjsDEIwnRRC12
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102911909655&s=3891&e=001mmNtGNGr3_bvolTEKwI6wsJ9QiuuvqPXNZ2Z3_CLcMqYxAzYAC9gTxakxAXbMeUHPBbkWTmIgmsprMOj9Bntg42wh2UZI4GyjyB-kMJtsTMSxtQVElw_6dVTqiHMP4iSFVPrZB_AJ8v92zIxFPju13qTjBNocyeTDJP1fuc1hlQ3tXC7MgfXoq4c_pJsWAnQ
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Call for proposals: Community-Based Participatory Research.
The Northwest Health Foundation invites innovative, community-driven research
proposals that seek to reduce the burden of chronic diseases using community-based
participatory research approaches. Concept papers are due February 1, 2010.

EPA seeks applications for environmental community grants.
The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency is making $2 million available in 2010 to
reduce pollution at the local level through the Community Action for a Renewed
Environment (CARE) program.

Job opening: Chicago, Illinois.
The Healthy Schools Campaign (HSC) is seeking a Communications and Public Policy
Analyst to support the organization's federal, state and local policy initiatives and
programs.

Upcoming Events 

Online Calendar. These and more upcoming events are listed in a searchable calendar:
http://www.healthandenvironment.org/cgi-bin/searchevents.cgi  
 
1) EPA Public Hearing on Sulfur Dioxide
Tuesday January 5, 2010
10:00 a.m. - 7:00 p.m.
Atlanta, Georgia
at the Sam Nunn Atlanta Federal Center,  61 Forsyth Street SW

Sponsor: US Environmental Protection Agency

Based on its review of the air quality criteria for oxides of sulfur and the primary
national ambient air quality standard (NAAQS) for oxides of sulfur as measured by sulfur
dioxide (SO2), EPA is proposing to revise the primary SO2 NAAQS to provide requisite
protection of public health with an adequate margin of safety. Comments will be limited
to five minutes, but attendees can leave behind longer, written comments. Those who
cannot attend the meeting can also submit written comments through Regulations.gov.

Price: free

Visit the website

Contact: Tricia Crabtree, crabtree.tricia@epa.gov

2) Lead Poisoning and Pregnancy
Tuesday January 12, 2010
10:00 a.m. - noon
Bronx, New York
at WHEDCO, 50 E. 168th Street (between Walton and Gerard Avenues), second floor

Sponsor: Bronx Health Link

Pregnant women in the Bronx are at risk for lead poisoning. For the woman, it can lead
to high blood pressure, muscle and joint pain. For the baby, lead can cause premature
births, low birth weight and learning problems later in life. This training will cover 1) the
specific health dangers to both mother and child; 2) the tests for blood levels of lead,
and the various treatment options; 3) community initiatives to educate residents about
prevention and treatment approaches; and 4) how to join advocacy efforts to push for
policy changes to reduce lead dangers. This training is for health providers and
consumers.

Price: free, but preregistration is requested

Contact: Bronx Health Link, 718-590-2648

http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102911909655&s=3891&e=001mmNtGNGr3_ZdyVcm8RabaaSAyBOpnyjHG4l3njgxwfXmCUUDHrGBA4gE9xumy1Q8b3Yr2qgaikS_lMqi1CejbKpHqVP1e9svhe4X532Bz_BQVIuA3BcKEDMJfPeZ0DRS0pB7fk4ukdYV8J0AxoEOqZgMGgSHhub8P-fXftGYNeMXeZLkmM8B_bRaf9LsbtYb
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102911909655&s=3891&e=001mmNtGNGr3_Z6hqIraCln1WZ9poVhI_WT6eNiqo_oGv_7upSUy8X4bDZa4qhydhUXo69n6hoJsb0e1ysMqx4UI9WYLCB6stk8n3b9fdQKm2RxNm2e-MWtH6QuowJrRqHp3RrConpYpp6WYI_2wHBhFpm-bGsOxBT6lVoAGSXWMofr6MkDXeUpT2emS9nSMdoR
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102911909655&s=3891&e=001mmNtGNGr3_ZNYGBKX9B73ME4oPpQ6R3SxVJ7zlAhzfRaSF9TiwB-01dInuQ76R_VZyqQLR2IsC_Z1S81ZQ_Bla5cHeNnfjXBoFgnQAMaD2tEvlw9jeDKeVmC0nkkq2LWgGpyRE8sXu_fS6i8g-1icn9u1V7N6ml4
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102911909655&s=3891&e=001mmNtGNGr3_YMBa3EVYrXwdrxrMepDGqRvPcWr3tguGMhuYXX4SyyDsZ4C5w3Ndb5WzA9O0-B8EFnXyUacHzDcndBDrPITHHd8Yd_RqO9omyjtsl54lpTmsT46ZgRl0S-oWM8Fx0F9dZoRugEbn29CbEvJzE0p4MtQlE4ApNOHls=
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102911909655&s=3891&e=001mmNtGNGr3_ZArCZWHxbFtGO_7pz0udhLHTAKmtFKwTgzcCXrCuDlMaEl1R0shWU0ZsuPef-S5EaZ3NXMw072PfH-VDxrfCKCOhe-IhD5ZmpRUDh33PK3e9ciiB4-2rIjc5_u8i8pW04rf-K7nsS9RoT_klmrZW6hUjLN8Zi5MGuzycWT4qJogSBOBrgqbpatCle0RZVbKhaCr8Q8BGiJK9KbNZuVms2dsPlLiip29ZFFBae_lszt1j2IhADctQPNUQVH6lPr5R9Mpw0hYlPSZFZZdtP5a38R2OS16_A59BbknMyiMoFXy5Nq8K6qX6gzl6XccDpixLAdqwgePrrNOw==
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102911909655&s=3891&e=001mmNtGNGr3_ZfenHZeM6O3rkr2PsUw44Hlb470PI59wpNbYR3VUwvMs0nkbLqJVSkt2U1U8dI0LebBNpzPdR_C89xdYOJU84EPO2SkoCGjA_ljL9Eaboc8z4HpwtSbDkhqZUDgcz3qK9C1czS4o-ikcVA4KFjp8SSOmplw5m7Vus=
mailto:crabtree.tricia@epa.gov
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3) CHE-Fertility Call: Disinfectants Overkill
Thursday January 14, 2010
10:00 a.m. Pacific / 1:00 p.m. Eastern time

Sponsor: Collaborative on Health and the Environment Fertility and Reproductive Health
Working Group

This call will highlight the recently released Women's Voices for the Earth report,
Disinfectants Overkill. Featured speakers include Erin Switalski, executive director of
Women's Voices for the Earth; Alexandra Gorman Scranton, MS, director of Science and
research for Women's Voices for the Earth; Patricia Hunt, PhD, Meyer Distinguished
Professor at the School of Molecular Biosciences, Washington State University; and Ann
Blake, PhD, Environmental & Public Health Consulting.

Price: free

Visit the website

Contact: Julia Varshavsky, julia@healthandenvironment.org

4) IAQ Tools for Schools National Symposium
Thursday through Saturday, January 14 - 16, 2010
Washington, DC
at the Grand Hyatt Hotel

Sponsor: US Environmental Protection Agency

The EPA hosts its annual Indoor Air Quality Tools for Schools (IAQ TfS) National
Symposium to bring together past, present and future leaders in protecting and
improving IAQ in our nation's schools. The IAQ TfS Program is a nationwide initiative to
help school officials assess, resolve, and prevent IAQ problems, and to reduce exposure
to asthma triggers in school facilities. While school officials, administrators, facilities and
operations personnel, teachers, parents, and students traditionally attend, the
Symposium is open to anyone with an interest in IAQ in schools.

Price: unknown

Visit the website

Contact: 703-842-5596

5) Thailand "Reverse Brain Drain Project": Conference on Cadmium in Food and
Human Health
Friday through Sunday, January 15 - 17, 2010
Phitsanulok, Thailand
at the Topland Hotel, 68/33 Akathodsarod St. A.Muang

Sponsor: Reverse Brain Drain/National Science and Technology Development Agency
(NSTDA), the Commission for Higher Education (CHE), Perkin Elmer, Bangkok Equipment
and Chemical, Gibthai, Bio-Active

This conference is a step towards enhancement of research and research training in
Thailand in the area of environmental health along with the sensor technological
innovation for on-site use in monitoring of environmental pollution. TH-RBD-CCFH will
cover three main themes: health effects, case studies, and management & risk
minimization. It is designed to be inclusive and thus it will consider also other toxic
metals of local concerns which may include lead and mercury. All  interested individuals
are encouraged to participate. Thai-to-English translation will also be made available to
enhance information exchange on local environmental health issues.

Price: $150

Visit the website

http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102911909655&s=3891&e=001mmNtGNGr3_asQ1CFC9XW-NNMQFl8LT5_1YohExtx1rrF6H59ppYQnbzh4JzkBc5O29IJzkGULsxO2nHnwDgPlqyabXp4PzI_2lVzqpO_iCnhenXYNGEGudZJa6RGxsgoFvOR-an7kV0iqhu_gJ7UjfT3-kqxEAsFMW_r0UGGFXkpFMc5lS9OTrIsaPMZKnYQJ-qn5oI_ynAcwabg2IL95tyyhYKxjohk
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102911909655&s=3891&e=001mmNtGNGr3_aUDUt6icv7-xR0wRj9ZbvUH-soaJXnfK0YSoVy4HzHjfRuRkdU2eGldHKgvf6mFwTZ_xgX1_q40cq9tZZjbbtSdjIW7DGmlr1WScWhM1kNfOatd7xeTSrgpGPtO71MjsBax7WeO05kig==
mailto:julia@healthandenvironment.org
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102911909655&s=3891&e=001mmNtGNGr3_YcPX78JPDR45bfytNymP2hV1acwFYGk0ZO--El7zEgzLxFAJHOqxmizlnD0h4gfiE7FKF2zSCRjAsp1w39sgGfhePf1nunJDF26Sb620dRZQ==
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102911909655&s=3891&e=001mmNtGNGr3_Y-N0yJOUgAS5RcxoNGEkdVx6GO1YeHKXtXIXXzAkWd9frPGWlmrJTpiMHZHyw5TT78yDdKCwqASUx4rCppbcnhkVoJWUtkXn1-GRSKadck4mmyZIMit2uy1p8XnX6GaGc=
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Contact: thrbd.ccfh@gmail.com

6) CHE Science Cafe Call: A Conversation with Elizabeth Grossman, Author of
Chasing Molecules
Tuesday January 19, 2010
11:00 a.m. Pacific / 2:00 p.m. Eastern time

Sponsor: Collaborative on Health and the Environment

Known for her book High Tech Trash, an exposé of the electronic waste industry,
Elizabeth Grossman's new book, Chasing Molecules: Poisonous Products, Human Health,
and the Promise of Green Chemistry, reveals the dangers and the extent of the
chemicals that are found in everyday products such as BPA, perfluorinated compounds,
brominated flame retardants and phthalates, and offers up hope for a future without
them. With Chasing Molecules, Grossman reveals that we can do better; that we can
make materials that we have come to rely on with chemicals that have been tested to
be safe and are in fact "benign by design." In a radical departure from how synthetic
chemistry has been practiced, Grossman suggests that green chemistry should be used
to create new materials for use in everything from sippy cups to carpets.

Price: free

Visit the website

Contact: CHE, info@healthandenvironment.org

7) CHE Partnership Call: Upstream: Complex Chemical Contributors to Thyroid
Function and the Potential Impacts on Policy
Thursday January 21, 2010
10:00 a.m. Pacific / 1:00 p.m. Eastern time

Sponsor: Collaborative on Health and the Environment

This call will involve a discussion of the complex array of chemical contributors to thyroid
function. Presenters will cover chemicals linked to thyroid function, upstream biological
impacts to thyroid hormones during pregnancy that can lead to a variety of health
problems later in life, and the policy implications given all the complexity. In particular,
speakers will address perchlorate, which inhibits the uptake of iodide into the thyroid
gland, an essential part of the process of making thyroid hormone. Small changes in
maternal thyroid hormone are associated with significant decreases in IQ.

Price: free

Visit the website

Contact: CHE, 360-331-7904 or info@healthandenvironment.org

News and Journal Articles

Plants can break down persistent pollutants.
Tuesday, December 29, 2009
New research reports that the enzymes in the roots of a poplar tree can alter the
chemical structure of a common type of PCB pollutant, rendering it less harmful than the
original chemical. Environmental Health News.

Pressure rises to stop antibiotics in agriculture.
Tuesday, December 29, 2009
Researchers say the overuse of antibiotics in humans and animals has led to a plague of
drug-resistant infections that killed more than 65,000 people in the U.S. last year --
more than prostate and breast cancer combined. Associated Press.
[See related articles: Disinfectants 'train' superbugs to resist antibiotics and Malaria and
other diseases coming back worldwide in new and more deadly forms]

Childhood exposure to tobacco smoke raises risk of emphysema.

mailto:thrbd.ccfh@gmail.com
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102911909655&s=3891&e=001mmNtGNGr3_Z6Hd3i4ATM9EOvui22LH6y6gs49gvDX481V0wrdOjDiRd1Cr35taTP28_6iEe6Nx9AE0yXV-r3-QyxZPjYRyEptYISkQKBeX1nOiAtAifHEHLPNSFtjAZLtvnAharqS3t-DHWo4mj93kT_kN_rTjVk
mailto:info@healthandenvironment.org
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102911909655&s=3891&e=001mmNtGNGr3_Yo-X2-9xFixs6cqOpJn5Ej5KMs3SKijRYav6PeNxYP4qZeydES66L_-mvRxUTXPNc-To2YCOOx_jNGOZ9naxPZrtqNYPcRWVM-FL2sBk9MEupHpwl7BopxqQeXdtNh3_5b653RiEFXEP1R6QTUhOUR
mailto:info@healthandenvironment.org
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102911909655&s=3891&e=001mmNtGNGr3_aXsgGRCBERRIizqbtY8f3nm6U5vJxzPGgcWL7WQ1kYn0cYTCl-PFQ_cnhuoZQ2k6AOO91R8MSFhW1nQplpdMcjrZlRoSKKr8WQ36i45VVXl1DlnKRsP_-JpT6S-gBfgx_6j1FJhzDvTVQQg1QHbHNoQvbxkoMBqftjLjuEPwHAyJ-UyjfOBI3iaMXUVQLEIWVzyIm7PdkyEw==
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102911909655&s=3891&e=001mmNtGNGr3_YhyV_w1-DMAN2gVatevZBVYgbAF5q2z-9--IF27hspXVcEnjn9GdQYQn12n9FCKeDlJPc_ps_kLlPmu6LSr8os_IRVu2V2C2ZqpGuQP5r5K9B3y66dI8iXU3zyzCOSNH9ejXw6X7G35YruK9mkkPcG
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102911909655&s=3891&e=001mmNtGNGr3_YAMIeVGms6KqJ3_k1R1wZfwfT-YjVp61RdgzPIjtlMIp5m1I4PrUFab2UuvV-EtVKuVSuqWPxsm2WZ4Hfb-B3CXSSp63DcuRZmW9xZwTLS9sgqG6pCnlvARoA62QLi7FuCQglcdpcryw==
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102911909655&s=3891&e=001mmNtGNGr3_ZW96qU-EWuq_z6fKY_9YUJCFBvO2Xn-PaFNIHGlzXoT1y7wUQ17XgzTXTCPbbCzUFmaJOx4MN1yekeF9nQvbfpiYPYZo4qsnyeUIu8xCIiHtit8FkQQP80RDqxDLTuCSzV55bka8GuKN80J-DY5AwfxEJARln5b0FEjJEh3mWa1j2SrwsCAVQdtUPu2ffnALANRPhgcVi7QpjU5KVxSTLnYQT14ChORjg=
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102911909655&s=3891&e=001mmNtGNGr3_ZW96qU-EWuq_z6fKY_9YUJCFBvO2Xn-PaFNIHGlzXoT1y7wUQ17XgzTXTCPbbCzUFmaJOx4MN1yekeF9nQvbfpiYPYZo4qsnyeUIu8xCIiHtit8FkQQP80RDqxDLTuCSzV55bka8GuKN80J-DY5AwfxEJARln5b0FEjJEh3mWa1j2SrwsCAVQdtUPu2ffnALANRPhgcVi7QpjU5KVxSTLnYQT14ChORjg=
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102911909655&s=3891&e=001mmNtGNGr3_Y1UwsD8fiR_A12FFSXo2v3Um7U_M85HbYtplgu50mTyXCKfh3s3a10QOImPYbJWgBBq0nsGllSzD8Z_SZ03wiSgU-eoMSCjtXNbT9xfDGNk2G-70k6ZvPUhNIcgcmQ74KICV_BEdRRRjdX1x5-0AMsh0X1QwavmN3IFNoFZFRpn3zTSqp13dvPBGN2F9CIC2Y=
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Tuesday, December 29, 2009
Scientists have long thought that people who quit smoking recover some of their lung
function and health. That may be true, but it appears children exposed to secondhand
smoke are not so lucky. Los Angeles Times, California.
[See related articles: 15 cigarettes: All it takes to harm genes, Cancer genomes reveal
risks of sun and smoke and Smoking ban in Duluth low-income housing promotes health]

Israelis' cancer is linked to Holocaust.
Tuesday, December 29, 2009
A new study has found significantly higher cancer rates among European Jews who
immigrated to Israel after the Holocaust than among those who left Europe either before
or during World War II. New York Times.

What happens when the microbes that keep us healthy disappear?
Monday, December 28, 2009
The human body has more microbial than human cells, but this rich diversity of micro-
helpers that has evolved along with us is undergoing a rapid shift--one that may have
very macro health consequences. Scientific American. 28 December 2009.

Toxic metals may influence autism severity.
Monday, December 28, 2009
The severity of a child's autism coincided with the levels of toxic metals excreted in their
urine after treatment with a metals removal therapy, finds a study published in the
Journal of Toxicology. Environmental Health News.
[See a related article: Sharp rise in autism, but causes are unclear]

Labeling standards for caffeine.
Monday, December 28, 2009
Caffeine turns up in expected places, in unexpected amounts. A lack of labeling
guidelines leaves many consumers in the dark about just how much caffeine the
products contain. Los Angeles Times, California.
[See a related article: Coffee may have health benefits and may not pose health risks
for many people]

Studies: Curbing warming saves lives.
Sunday, December 27, 2009
Slashing carbon dioxide emissions could save millions of lives, mostly by reducing
preventable deaths from heart and lung diseases, according to studies released recently
and published in a special issue of The Lancet British medical journal. Statesman Journal,
Oregon.
[See a related article: Disproportionate effects of global warming and pollution on
disadvantaged communities]

Katrina survivors battle a new foe: drywall.
Sunday, December 27, 2009
The crisis of contaminated drywall may have first come to light in Florida, but records
show that at least 60 million pounds of Chinese drywall came into the Port of New
Orleans beginning in January 2006, enough to build 6,500 average-sized homes.
Sarasota Herald-Tribune, Florida.

Some disease prevention measures can pay off.
Sunday, December 27, 2009
The majority of preventive measures happen in the community and workplace. And here
the cost-benefit balance sheet is very different, some studies say. Antismoking
campaigns and exercise programs can yield major savings. Los Angeles Times, California.
[See a related article: Healthcare: Prevention efforts can be costly]

A toxic waste.
Sunday, December 27, 2009
More than 500 brownfields dot the Indianapolis landscape from its urban core to the
county's outer stretches. For residents, they bring a host of safety and health concerns,
as well as a pervasive pessimism. Indianapolis Star, Indiana.
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Assessing risks from bisphenol-A.
Sunday, December 27, 2009
Evaluating human health risks from endocrine disruptors such as BPA is difficult, but
animal studies suggest trouble is afoot. American Scientist.
[See related articles: Waiting on science to say if plastic chemical is safe and
Polyethylene terephthalate may yield endocrine disruptors]

AP Enterprise: Feds mull regulating drugs in water.
Saturday, December 26, 2009
Federal regulators under President Barack Obama have sharply shifted course on long-
standing policy toward pharmaceutical residues in the nation's drinking water, taking a
critical first step toward regulating some of the contaminants while acknowledging they
could threaten human health. Associated Press.

Do multivitamins curb kids' allergy risk?
Saturday, December 26, 2009
Starting multivitamins at the age of 4 or younger may curb the risk of food allergies and
seasonal or inhaled allergies. Reuters Health.

Cola drinking linked to diabetes in pregnancy.
Saturday, December 26, 2009
Drinking lots of sugar-sweetened cola may increase women's likelihood of developing
diabetes during pregnancy, a condition known as gestational diabetes, new research
shows. Reuters Health.

Two of three California homes had excessive formaldehyde levels.
Friday, December 25, 2009
Two-thirds of single-family homes built in California in recent years had substandard
indoor air quality and excessive formaldehyde levels, partly because residents didn't open
their windows for ventilation, according to a new state report. USA Today.

Insecticide exposure tied to increased risks for arthritis and lupus.
Thursday, December 24, 2009
Regular or long-term exposure to consumer insecticides may increase the risk of
developing autoimmune diseases like rheumatoid arthritis and lupus. Arthritis Today.
[See related articles: EPA announces plan to require disclosure of secret pesticide
ingredients and More herbicide use reported on genetically modified crops]

Mercury levels considered safe pose a risk to the heart.
Thursday, December 24, 2009
Researchers in Japan have found that eating fish tainted with methylmercury -- at levels
currently considered safe for human exposure -- can lead to a slightly unstable resting
heart rate. Over time, these types of changes are associated with an elevated risk of
developing coronary heart disease. Environmental Health News.

Systematic review of epidemiological studies on health effects associated with
management of municipal solid waste.
Thursday, December 24, 2009
For populations living within two kilometres of landfills there was limited evidence of an
increased risk of congenital anomalies and low birth weight with excess risk of 2 percent
and 6 percent, respectively. Environmental Health Journal.
[See a related article: Expansion of West's largest toxic-waste dump near Kettleman City
is approved]

Environmental fears over U.S. shale gas drilling.
Thursday, December 24, 2009
The boom in shale natural gas drilling has raised hopes the United States will be able to
rely on the cleaner-burning fuel to meet future energy needs. But concerns about its
impact on water quality could slow the industry's ability to tap this bountiful resource.
Reuters.
[See related articles: Drill wastewater disposal options in NY report have problems of
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their own, Hydrofracking for gas and Concerns spreading about air quality from gas
drilling]

Toxic releases decrease nationwide.
Wednesday, December 23, 2009
The TRI provides communities with valuable knowledge and encourages facilities to
reduce their releases of toxic chemicals into the environment through process design,
source reduction, or other pollution prevention measures. Environmental News Network.
[See related articles: Dubious distinction and Mercury emissions rise in Illinois]

The city that said 'no.'
Wednesday, December 23, 2009
Across the country, studies have increasingly shown that low-income, minority
communities endure a disproportionate share of poor living conditions and contamination.
Maywood, California, has become a 'culture of participation' to help solve its pollution
problems, particularly with contaminated water. Christian Science Monitor.
[See a related article: Poverty shortens healthy years]

Dietary estrogens have little effect on cancer risk.
Tuesday, December 22, 2009
Dietary "phytoestrogens" -- plant substances that have weak estrogen-like activity --
have little impact on the risks of developing hormone-sensitive cancers like breast and
prostate cancer or colorectal cancers, new research suggests. Reuters Health.
[See related articles: Experts warn of cancer linked to certain herbs and Eating our way
to nirvana]

No link seen between acetaminophen, birth defects.
Tuesday, December 22, 2009
Researchers found no evidence linking mothers' acetaminophen use in the first trimester
to a heightened risk of any birth defect. In fact, women who took the medication to treat
a first-trimester fever had a lower risk of certain birth defects. Reuters Health.
[See a related article: Prenatal baby aspirin not harmful to infants: study]

Study suggests link between occupation and birth defects.
Tuesday, December 22, 2009
Women in certain professions face a high risk of having children with physical problems,
research shows. Women working as janitors faced the highest risk of giving birth to
children with certain defects, while teachers faced the lowest risk. Toronto Globe and
Mail, Ontario.
[See a related article: Chefs lead on unhealthy habits]

Living in a less toxic world -- an interview with Heather Sarantis of Commonweal
Monday, December 21, 2009
Health problems including asthma, cancer and infertility affect more than 100 million
people in the U.S., about one third of the population. Examiner.com.

Cell phone-cancer link remains unclear, but some scientists urge caution.
Monday, December 21, 2009
U.S. cell phone use has quadrupled over the last decade; meanwhile, brain cancer
remains as rare as ever. Nevertheless, nagging worries that cell phones cause brain
cancer continue to gain traction. St. Petersburg Times, Florida.

Drinking problems.
Sunday, December 20, 2009
Like many water utilities across the U.S., disinfectants like chlorine are added to the
supply to remove life-threatening microbes. But when the disinfectants interact with
organic material that seeps into drinking water, new chemicals are formed that could be
a potential health hazard. Glens Falls Post Star, New York.

Dry-cleaning chemical spills require cleanup throughout Rochester area.
Sunday, December 20, 2009
From Brockport to Penfield, from Main Street in Rochester to Monroe Avenue in Brighton,
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the local map is stained with more than a dozen spots where dry cleaning went bad.
Rochester Democrat and Chronicle, New York.
[See a related article: Ikea Canada launches $8-million lawsuit over alleged soil
contamination]

India's killer cookers a recipe for disaster.
Sunday, December 20, 2009
The World Health Organisation estimates pollutants from chulhas are responsible for the
premature deaths of more than 440,000 Indian children each year, and 44,000 women,
mostly through chronic respiratory diseases. Sydney Australian, Australia.

Lawsuit claims tannery sludge damaged Missouri farmland.
Saturday, December 19, 2009
At least two dozen northwest Missouri landowners have filed a lawsuit against the former
and current owners of a St. Joseph tannery that provided chromium-tainted sludge for
use as fertilizer on their farm ground. Associated Press.

Industry to phase out decaBDE.
Saturday, December 19, 2009
Following negotiations with the EPA, three companies have agreed to phase out
production and sale of the brominated flame retardant decabromodiphenyl ether for most
uses within three years. Chemical & Engineering News.

Dish results released.
Friday, December 18, 2009
Sixty-one percent of the health problems reported by residents in a survey are
associated with the toxic air emissions detected here, according to an independent
analysis released Thursday. Denton Record-Chronicle, Texas.
[See a related article: People living among ash found ill]

CPSC delays lead testing enforcement.
Friday, December 18, 2009
The Consumer Product Safety Commission voted to delay for another year -- until
February 2011 -- the certification and independent third-party testing rules on the
amount of lead allowed in children's products. Those rules were set to kick-in last
February but have been delayed twice. Associated Press.
[See related articles: CPSC making safety reforms during busy month for recalls; Half of
kids jewelry tested contains pure lead: Health Canada; Alert over levels of lead in
children's cosmetics; Make-up 'peril' for teen girls; Many thift stores wary of used toys,
children's clothes; Officials: Beware of dangerous toy imports; Miami customs agents
seize dangerous toys from China; N.J. lead poisoning proposal could save $27M in social
costs, study says and Oak Brook toymaker RC2 Corp. to pay $1.25 million fine over lead
in paint]

Childhood brain power tied to adult heart health.
Thursday, December 17, 2009
People who had greater intellectual ability as children may have fewer heart disease risk
factors in middle-age, a new study suggests. Early environment -- starting in the womb -
- may affect both a child's intellectual ability and long-term disease risks. Reuters
Health.
[See a related article: Premature birth tied to later behavioral problems]

Millions at risk as East Africa rains fail, Oxfam says.
Thursday, December 17, 2009
Rains across swathes of East Africa have failed for the sixth year in a row, leaving
millions of people facing hardship, Oxfam has warned. The charity says Somalia's
drought is the worst for 20 years, and November rainfall was less than 5% of normal in
parts of Kenya and Ethiopia. BBC.

That tap water is legal but may be unhealthy.
Thursday, December 17, 2009
The 35-year-old federal law regulating tap water is so out of date that the water
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Americans drink can pose what scientists say are serious health risks -- and still be legal.
New York Times.
[See related articles: Bathed and confused: Reno water and Nebraska, other states'
water worries flow in watchdog analysis]

Heavy metal: Some airborne particles pose more dangers than others
Thursday, December 17, 2009
A growing body of research -- much of it in New York City -- suggests that breathing
nickel and other metals may put acute stress on the lungs and heart, resulting in
illnesses and deaths at particulate levels below national standards. Environmental Health
News.
[See related articles: Fine particulate air pollution and its components in association with
cause-specific emergency admissions, Traffic cops at higher cancer risk, Long-term
exposure to ambient air pollution and risk of hospitalization with community-acquired
pneumonia in older adults, Residential traffic exposure and pregnancy-related outcomes:
a prospective birth cohort study, Impaired cognition in elderly women linked to traffic
pollution, Air pollution may lessen asthma inhaler benefits, Pollution report a breath of
fresh air for county and Ozone pollution 'poses serious risk' to environmental health]

FDA investigates radiation overdose at hospitals.
Wednesday, December 16, 2009
More than 300 patients may have received an overdose of radiation from a special type
of CT scan used to image the brain. All  Things Considered, NPR.

Study: Airport noise increases risk of strokes.
Wednesday, December 16, 2009
Living under a flight path can seriously damage your health. German researchers have
discovered that people who are exposed to jet noise have a substantially increased risk
of stroke, high blood pressure and heart disease. Time Magazine.

26,500 school cafeterias lack required inspections.
Wednesday, December 16, 2009
More than 8,500 schools failed to have their kitchens inspected at all last year, and
another 18,000 fell short of a requirement in the Child Nutrition Act that calls for
cafeteria inspections at least twice a year. USA Today.

Potency issues prompt recall of swine-flu vaccine.
Wednesday, December 16, 2009
Sanofi Aventis SA is recalling about 800,000 doses of children's H1N1 vaccine after tests
showed some batches didn't meet potency standards, the Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention said Tuesday. Wall Street Journal.
[See related articles: The long-term evidence for vaccines and Advisers on vaccines
often have conflicts, report says]

The Collaborative on Health and the Environment offers this information as a service but
does not endorse any of the events, articles or announcements. 
 
Companion bulletins are available for different audiences:

For those interested in environmental health as it relates to learning and
developmental disabilities: http://www.iceh.org/LDDIbulletins.html
For those interested in environmental health in Washington State and the Pacific
Northwest: http://washington.chenw.org/bulletins.html

While there is overlap with this bulletin, there are some events and announcements
unique to those bulletins.  

If you would like to join the Collaborative on Health and the Environment (CHE) and
the ICEH Working Group, please complete the application on the CHE website:
http://www.healthandenvironment.org/application Joining CHE means receiving up to
four email messages a month from the CHE National listserv. CHE costs nothing to join
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and the benefit is shared information and opportunities for further engagement, if you
choose. Be sure to mark that you want to join the Initiative on Children's Environmental
Health Working Group at the bottom of the application.

 
Nancy Snow

Collaborative on Health and the Environment
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