June 13, 2007

Rep. Collin C. Peterson
Chair, House Committee on Agriculture

Rep. Bob Goodlatte, VA,
Ranking Minority Member, House Committee on Agriculture

Sen. Tom Harkin
Chairman, Senate Agriculture, Nutrition and Forestry Committee

Sen. Saxby Chambliss
Ranking Republican Member, Senate Agriculture, Nutrition and Forestry Committee

Re: Strengthening the Farm Bill to Reduce Childhood Obesity, and Improve our
Environment and Nation’s Health

Dear Sirs,

We, the undersigned, are physicians and healers, public health and other health professionals,
not farmers. But we eat, we have patients and families who eat, and so we care about what
farmers grow. We want to see the 2007 Farm Bill become a "Healthy Food Bill".

Obesity and unhealthy eating constitute a national crisis, with $117 billion per year in estimated
treatment and indirect costs. The epidemic of child obesity, however, promises a worse crisis in
the making — these children will have more heart disease, diabetes, cancer and stroke, in some
cases not long after they become adults.

Today's agricultural policies are inconsistent with healthy eating. They help flood our
communities, including our schools, with high-calorie, nutrient poor, highly processed foods
made from cheap starches, sweeteners and oils derived from grains and soybeans. These
foods are a big part of the health problems we face. We must do better.

U.S. agricultural policy helps to make unhealthy foods some of the cheapest, "most affordable"
to buy. It also contributes to a population deficient in healthful omega-3 fatty acids, with likely
impacts on inflammation and other chronic disease — heart disease, stroke, and diabetes. We
must do better.

We also care about how farmers grow our food. Current farm policy promotes agricultural
methods that deplete water resources, and use pesticides and fossil fuels intensively, with
impacts on consumers, communities and our climate. By underwriting the industrial-scale
production of animals raised on grain, our farm policy also supports significant air and water
pollution.

Grain-fed animals raised under confinement can be more disease-prone than those raised in
traditional pasture-based systems. These animals are routinely fed human antibiotics to
counter disease and to promote more rapid growth. The Institutes of Medicine confirm this



practice hastens the spread of antibiotic resistance, while in medicine we are losing our arsenal
of antibiotics that work. We must support healthier agriculture.

With the 2007 Farm Bill, our government has the opportunity to invest taxpayer dollars in a
food system that promotes rather than hinders individual health. Farmers, communities, and
the health of our environment would benefit as well.

We urge you to make sure this Farm Bill advances Americans’ health and well-being. The Farm

Bill should:

o Give all Americans better access to healthy foods (fresh fruits and vegetables, whole rather
than refined grains, and better fats), and especially to locally produced foods that will
support farmers and strengthen the economic and environmental health of our

communities.

o Help ensure better school access to healthy foods, making the diets of schoolchildren more
consistent with the Dietary Guidelines for Americans.

o Take proactive steps to make fresh produce and other healthy foods more affordable
relative to unhealthy foods, as well as to help build the infrastructure needed to get these
foods into even our lowest-income communities.

We thank you. And we look forward to a "Healthy Food Bill" that becomes the first step in
putting Americans on the path to healthier eating, food production, and living.

Sincerely,

Georges C. Benjamin, MD, FACP, FACEP
Executive Director, American Public Health
Association

Mary Story PhD, RD

School of Public Health, University of Minnesota

Minneapolis, MN

Robert S. Lawrence, MD

Director, Johns Hopkins University Center for a
Livable Future

Baltimore, MD

Barry M. Popkin, PhD

Distinguished Professor of Global Nutrition,
University of North Carolina

Chapel Hill, NC

Michael Greger, MD
Director, Public Health and Animal Agriculture
The Humane Society of the United States

Andrew Weil, MD
Tucson, AZ

Kelley J. Donham, MS, DVM

Dept. of Occupational & Environmental Health,
Univ. of Towa

Iowa City, IA

Erica Frank, MD, MPH
President-Elect, Physicians for Social
Responsibility

Atlanta, GA

Michael F. Jacobson, Ph.D.,
Executive Director, Center for Science in the
Public Interest

David Wallinga, MD, MPA
Institute for Agriculture and Trade Policy,
Minneapolis, MN



Other Signatories (by state)

Angelique Murphy, MD
Troy, AL

Leonie H. Deramus, MD, FACEP
Fairbanks, AK

Victoria Maizes, MD
Tucson AZ

Randy Horwitz, MD
Tucson, AZ

Tieraona Low Dog, MD
Tucson, AZ

Myra L. Muramoto, MD, MPH
Tucson, AZ

Jacqueline Silkey, MD
Flagstaff, AZ

Samuel Balk, MD
Gilbert, AZ

David M Leavitt, MD
Tucson, AZ

Sanford Newmark, MD
Tucson, AZ

Noel J.M. Carrasco, MD
Sedona, AZ

Sharon McDonough-Means, MD
Tucson, AZ

Diane Clawson, DO
Phoenix, AZ

Richard Feldman, MD
Tucson, AZ

Jonathan Cartsonis, MD
Phoenix, AZ

Deborah L. Baldemor, MD
Scottsdale, AZ

Kelly Yablonski, MD
Tucson, AZ

Janet Whirlow, MD
Phoenix, AZ

Patricia Lebensohn, MD
Tucson, AZ

Jeffry Beeley, MD
Benson, AZ

Marnie Burkman, MD
Phoenix, AZ

Margaret Harris, MS, PhD
Little Rock, AR

Marianne Ronay, RN, MSN, C-FNP
Riverside, CA

Doree Morgan, MPH, RD, CDE
Fontana, CA

Gerri French, MS, RD, CDE
Santa Barbara, CA

Susan B. Foerster, MPH, RD
Carmichael, CA

Sharon Moore, MS, RD
Seal Beach, CA

Helen Matthews, MD
Oakland, CA

Beth Austin, PT
Santa Cruz, CA

Lisa Schwartz, MD
Los Angeles, CA



Mary Scheib, MS, FNP Naomi Lam, MD

San Francisco, CA San Francisco, CA

Matthew Nathanson, RN Daphne Miller, MD

Santa Cruz, CA San Francisco CA

Sarah Sandell, MD, FACP Kristina Muten, MD
Huntington Beach, CA Santa Cruz, CA

Kevin Barrows, MD Andrea Hanson, MPH

San Francisco, CA San Francisco, CA

Myles Spar, MD Joanne L. Perron, MD, FACOG
Loa Angeles, CA Pebble Beach, CA

Sharon Jamieson, MD Donald I. Abrams, MD

Santa Cruz, CA San Francisco, CA

Laura Pinyan, MS, CNS Jeffrey Ritterman, MD
Bakersfield, CA Richmond, CA

Steven Chen, MD Leslie Mikkelsen, MPH, RD
Oakland, CA Oakland, CA

Priscilla Abercrombie, RN, NP, PhD Preston Maring, MD

San Anselmo, CA Oakland, CA

Raneth Heng, MD Dana R. Juarez, RD, CDE
San Diego, CA Fontana, CA

David Becker, MD, MPH Maureen Hutchinson, RN, BSN, PHN
San Francisco, CA Corona, CA

Jill Nussinow, MS, RD Linda Smith, MHS

Santa Rosa, CA Pacific Palisades, CA

Jennifer Hastings, MD Ayesha Gill, PhD

Santa Cruz, CA Oakland, CA

Mila Zatulovsky, MD Katie Wical, MPH, CHES, RRT
Santa Monica, CA Fontana, CA

Sharon Kimball, NP Megan Kane, MS, RD, CDE
San Francisco, CA Turlock, CA

Martha H. Dominguez Glumaz, MPH, RD, CLC Ellen R. Shaffer, PhD, MPH
San Francisco, CA San Francisco, CA



Susan Phillips, NP
Irvine, CA

Karen Meckstroth, MD
San Francisco, CA

Debbie Frank, NP
San Francisco, CA

Nora Roman, RN
San Francisco, CA

Gail Stotz, RN, CDE
Bloomington CA

David R. Pepper, MD, MS
University of California San Francisco
San Francisco, CA

Cynthia A. Robertson, MD, FACP
Poway, CA

Ellen Segale, CNC
San Rafael, CA

JIdi Sherman, MD
Redwood City, CA

Clare Armstrong Young, MS, RD
Eldorado Springs, CO

Ann L. Mattson, MD
Boulder, CO

Monique Martin, DO
Englewood, CO

Lawrence E. Cormier, MD, PC
Denver, CO

Mercedes Cameron, MD
Grand Junction, CO

Karla Horowitz, PA-C
Denver, CO

Lora L Bulmahn, MD
Louisville, CO

Steven Zamore, MD
Redding, CT

Peggy Ravich Zamore, CT-CND, MPH
Redding, CT

Christine M. Greene, PhD, MBA
Glastonbury, CT

Debbie Humphries, MPH, PhD
New Haven, CT

Lori Storch Smith, MD
Wilton, CT

Jill Moorcroft, DO
Middletown, CT

Tatiana Andreyeva, PhD
New Haven, CT

Joe Feuerstein, MD
Stamford, CT

Joanna Holsten, MS, RN
Wilmington, DE

Maria Oria, PhD
Washington, DC

Deepali Patel, MPH candidate
Washington, DC

Bailus Walker, Jr., PhD, MPH
Washington, DC

George E. Munoz, MD
Miami, FL

Joanne D. Manfredi, MD
Palm City, FL

Karen Koffler, MD
Surfside, FL

Carolina Ceron-Canas, MD, FAAP, IBCLC

Jacksonville, FL



Susan Feldkamp, RN Susan L Roberts, JD, MS, RD

Celebration, FL Ankeny, IA

Catherine M O'Connell, MD Joy A. Weydert, MD, FAAP
Sarasota, FL Braddyville, IA

R. Edward Dodge, Jr., MD, MPH Kathy Pertzborn, RD, LD, CNSD
Inverness, FL Ankeny, IA

Miguel Trevino, MD Angie Tagtow, MS, RD, LD
Largo FL Elkhart, IA

Stephen A. Haering, MD, MPH Charles Winterwood, MD
Bradenton, FL Dubuque, IA

Jeanne Boone, MEd, RD, LD/N Erin Feld, MPH, RD, LD

West Palm Beach, FL Des Moines, IA

Blaire R. Newhard, RD Julie Eichenberger Gilmore, PhD, RD, LD
Dunwoody, GA Iowa City, IA

Robert Pendergrast, MD, MPH Sally Barclay, MS, RD, LD
Augusta, GA Ames, IA

Carol Herrmann, MD Nancy O'Connor, MSEd
Atlanta, GA Lawrence, KS

Elise Hughes, MD Suzanne Fleming, RD, LD
Boise, ID McPherson, KS

Elise Hughes, MD Gazala Parvin, MD

Boise, ID Overland Park, KS

Andrea Girman, MD, MPH Christi L. Bonds, MD

Ketchum, ID Paducah, KY

Tracey D. Kinigakis, MD Craig Schneider, MD

Roscoe, IL Portland, ME

Audrey Yusko, MS, RD, LDN Janice Bird, MD

Chicago, IL Annapolis, MD

Kelly Devine, MS, RD Kayleen Weinman Clute, MSN, CRNP
Chicago, IL Severna Park, MD

Cindy Cosenza, RD, CD
Crawfordsville, IN



Gerard E. Mullin, MD, MHS, CNSP, FACN,
FACP, AGAF
Baltimore, MD

Melissa Gilkey, MPH
Baltimore, MD

Anastasia Rowland-Seymour, MD
Baltimore, MD

Meenakshi Khatta, MS, CRNP
Elliott City MD

Deborah Tussing, MD
Severna Park, MD

Elaine M. Pardoe, MS, RD, LD/N
Columbia, MD

Brian S. Schwartz, MD, MS
Professor, Johns Hopkins University
Bloomberg School of Public Health
Baltimore, MD

Eva Bazant, MPH, DrPH Candidate
Baltimore, MD

Caitlin Erickson, RN, BSN
Baltimore, MD

Maureen Cadorette, RN, MPH, PhD
Havre De Grace, MD

Madeleine Short, MHS
Baltimore, MD

Gila Neta, MPP, PhD candidate
Baltimore, MD

Roni Neff, PhD, SM
Baltimore, MD

Margaret Brewinski, MD, MPH
Baltimore, MD

Carl E. Taylor, MD, MPH, DrPH, FRCP(Canada)
Baltimore, MD

Cecilia Nobel, MD
Easton, MD

Kasia Kines, MS, LDN, Licensed Nutritionist
Baltimore, MD

Raymond D. Bahr, MD, FACC
Baltimore, MD

Laura Ho, PhD, RN
Baltimore, MD

Eric Chivian, MD
Boston, MA

Catherine Hsu, RD
Cambridge, MA

Rebecca Seguin, MS, CSCS
Boston, MA

Claudine Kos, PhD
Boston, MA

Beth Rosenberg, ScD, MPH
Somerville, MA

Charles Levenstein, PhD, MSOH
Lowell, MA

Marci E. Anderson, RD
Cambridge, MA

Eric Chivian, MD
Boston, MA

Jan Salzer-Ogden, MPH, RD, CDE
Pittsfield, MA

Thomas Garvey, MD, JD
Lexington, MA

Lance Luria, MD, FACP
Springfield, MI

Georgia H. Griffin, DO
Clinton Township, MI



Jody Platt, MPH Maura Fitzgerald, RN, MS, CNS

Ann Arbor, MI Minneapolis MN

Margaret Mary Heiser, RD, CDE Patricia Urbanski, MEd, RD, LD, CDE
Redford, MI Cloquet, MN

Anna Lubert, RD Diana Drake, NP

Flint, MI Minneapolis, MN

Diana Dyer, MS, RD Jane Hennessy, RN, CNP, MPH
Ann Arbor, MI Minneapolis, MN

Ted Schettler, MD, MPH Beth Alexander, PharmD, BCPS, RPh
Ann Arbor, MI Minneapolis, MN

Susan Purdie, RN Jennifer Larson RN

Minneapolis, MN Cambridge, MN

Susan F. Sencer, MD Donna DeGracia MPAS, PA-C
Minneapolis, MN Minneapolis, MN

Mary Taylor, MS, RD, CDE, LD Sharon Collins, MS, MD

New Prague, MN St Louis, MO

Susan Moores, MS, RD Melinda Hemmelgarn, MS, RD, LD
St. Paul, MN Columbia, MO

Bruce Field, MD Pamela Hosler, RD, LD, MEd

St. Paul, MN St. Louis, MO

Lisa Nadeau, RD Lori Mitchell, RN

Minneapolis, MN Bonner, MT

Timothy Culbert, MD Mary Drake, MD

Minneapolis, MN Bozeman, MT

Nimi Singh, MD, MPH Chanel Helgason, MD
Minneapolis, MN Kearney, NE

Eugene W. Yates, MD Kerry Seymour, MS, RD, CDE

St. Paul, MN Reno, NV

Sandra Giovinazzo-Yates, PA, MPH Barbara Scott, RD, MPH

St. Paul, MN Reno, NV

Betty Kennel, RD Helen E. Costello, MS, RD, LD

Rochester MN Concord, NH



Mary Legaspi, NP-C
Manalapan, NJ

Lori Schaer, NP
East Brunswick NJ

Lou-Anne Beauregard, MD
Manalapan, NJ

Julie B. Stern, MD
Howell, NJ

Kristine Gedroic, MD
Morristown, NJ

Stuart H. Freedenfled, MD
Stockton Center for Health Care
Stockton, NJ

Vivian Kominos, MD, FACC
Morganville, NJ

Ruth Meier, RD
Princeton Junction, NJ

Don Pearsall, MD
Corrales, NM

Toni Neubauer-Pearsall, RN
Corrales, NM

Melissa H. Kennedy, MD
Albuquerque, NM

Kathleen Burke, MD
Las Cruces, NM

Kevin B. Mathews, MD, FAAFP
Clinton, NY

Martin Neff, MD
New York, NY

Sezelle Gereau Haddon, MD
New York, NY

Lauren Vigna, MD
Gardiner, NY

Noelle B Nielsen, MD
Silver Bay, NY

Stephen Dahmer, MD
New York, NY

Diana Vasquez-Matus
Manhasset, NY

Norma Bilbool, MD
Great Neck, NY

Robert A. Weissberg, MD
Schenectady, NY

Jennifer Wilkins, PhD, RD
Ithaca, NY

Harriet P. Stathakos, MD, RYT
Brooklyn, NY

Carol Harracksingh, MD
Yorktown Heights, NY

Fern Gale Estrow, MS, RD, CDN
New York, NY

Kate MacKenzie, MS, RD
New York, NY

Judith Belasco, MS, RD
Brooklyn, NY

Rachel Knopf, MPH, RD
New York, NY

Esther M. Trepal, MS, RD
New York, NY

Jennifer DiMarco, MS, RD, CDN
New York, NY

Laura Grabisch, RD, CDN
Bronx, NY

Frank Zollo, MSW
Delmar, NY



Robert J Minolfo, MS, RD, CDN
Bronx, NY

Katherine Schwarz, MS, MPH
New York, NY

Lisa Hodgson, RD, CDN, CDE
Wilton, NY

Jackie Levin, RN, MS
New York, NY

Victoria Grimshaw, MPH
New York, NY

Anastasia Schepers, MS, RD
Lynbrook, NY

Patricia Festin, Esq.
New York, NY

Michael B. Finkelstein, MD
Bedford, NY

Margaret Divish, MD
Charlotte, NC

Bridget S. Bongaard, MD, FACP,
Charlotte, NC

Victoria Garriett-Lampkin, MD, MPH
Huntersville, NC

John Moses, MD
Durham, NC

Kathleen Russo, MD, FAAP
Salisbury, NC

Michelle L. Bailey, MD, FAAP
Raleigh, NC

Christopher Magryta, MD
Mooresville, NC

Danna Park, MD, FAAP
Asheville, NC

Susan Albert, MD, MPH
Wilkes County Health Department
Wilkes County, NC

Hilary McClafferty, MD
Chapel Hill, NC

Karen Ehrens, LD, RD
Bismarck, ND

Linda F. Gourneau, MD
Bismarck, ND

Josefa Rangel, MD
Cincinnati, OH

Lauren Niemes, MEd, RD, LD
Cincinnati OH

Roberta J. Lee, RN, MSN, MPH
Cincinnati, OH

Gary D. Conrad, MD
Oklahoma City, OK

Kathleen C. Engles, PA-C, MPH
McLoud, OK

Debra Walhof, MD
Bend, OR

Suzanne Dixon, MPH, MS, RD
Portland, OR

Cynthia J. Peterson, RD
Ashland, OR

Mary Yuse-Miller, RD
Sheridan, OR

Terri Lloyd-Jones, MA, RD
Salem, OR

Kirstin Thingvold, RD
Beaverton, OR

Nancy Gummer, RD, LD, CDE
Hermiston, OR
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Kami Young, RD
Tualatin, OR

Caryn Belafsky, MD, MPH
Ashland, OR

Megan Porter, RD, LD
Portland, OR

Meredith Kleinhenz, RD, LD
Portland, OR

Martin Donohoe, MD, FACP
Portland State University
Lake Oswego, OR

Molly Haynes, MPH, RD
Portland, OR

Eecole Copen, MS, RD
Portland, OR

Mary Ann Woods, RDLD
Enterprise, OR

Judy Ferguson, RD
Salem, OR

Deborah L. Bella, RD, PhD, LD
Corvallis, OR

Angela Mathison Treadwell, RD, LD
Hermiston, OR

Lindy Lear-Konold, ARNP
Albany, OR

Jenny Roe Sawyer
Philadelphia, PA

Martha Sawyer, RDH
State College, PA

Elizabeth Durkin, MD
Waverly, PA

Alice McCormick, DO
Canadensis, PA

Eric Griffin, MPH
Philadelphia, PA

Debora Dunbar, MSN, CRNP
Philadelphia, PA

Pamela Rhubart-Berg, MPH
Philadelphia, PA

Leila Malave, MD
Guaynabo, Puerto Rico

Kim M. Gans, PhD, MPH, LDN
Barrington, RI

Polly Walker, MD, MPH
East Providence, RI

Maria Cayelli, MD
Anderson, SC

Chasse Bailey-Dorton, MD, MSPH
Anderson, SC

Patricia Giblin Wolman, EdD, RD
Rock Hill, SC

Anita Longan, RD, CDE, BC-ADM
Florence, SC

Sandeep D. Patel, MD, MPH
Sisseton, SD

Heather Mixon, MS, RD
Hixson, TN

Casey Casey, RN
Memphis, TN

Sylvia V. Gonzalez, MD, FASN
El Paso, TX

Carolyn M. Matthews, MD
Dallas, TX
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Penelope Ries, DO
Fort Worth, TX

Robert I. Kramer, MD FAAP
Dallas, TX

Rosalinda Guerrero, RN, ANP/GNP
El Paso TX

Carolyn M. Matthews, MD
Dallas, TX

Stephan M. Heinz, MD
Austin, TX

Jonathan Whitfield, MD
Dallas, TX

Ashley Colpaart, RD, LD
Austin, TX

Sarah E. Williams, MS, RD, LD
Houston, TX

Lindley T. Smith, MD
Midlothian, VA

David R Cannon, MD
Lynchburg, VA

Deborah Campbell, MD
Charlottesville, VA

Theresa Froelich, DO
University Place, WA

Anne Biklé, MLA
Seattle, WA

Miriam Edlefsen, PhD, RD
Pullman, WA

Jennifer Okemah, MS, RD, CD
Tulalip, WA

Mary Law, RD, CD
Seattle, WA

Virginia Hadley, RN, RC, CDP, RH-AHG
Renton, WA

Kelly D. Horton, MS, RD
Seattle, WA

Karen Snyder, PhD, MPH
Seattle, WA

Pablo Monsivais, PhD, MPH
Seattle, WA

Erin MacDougall, PhD
Seattle, WA

James Krieger, MD, MPH
Seattle, WA

Denise Ward, MS, CN
Olympia, WA

Cheryl Beighle, MD
Mukilteo, WA

Holly Freishtat, MS, CN
Anacortes, WA

Barry Lia, PhD
Seattle, WA

Mary Harms, NP
Alma, WI

Lucille Marchand, MD, BSN
Madison, WI

Mary Ellen Sabourin, MD
Reedsburg, WI

M. Chona S. Antonio, MD
Sturgeon Bay, WI

Bozena Simon, MD
Thiensville, WI

Robert Z. Edwards, MD
Madison, WI
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Rian Podein, MD
Madison, WI

David Rakel, MD
Madison, WI

Julie Larsen
Pewaukee, WI

Carly Gustafson, MS, RD
Milwaukee, WI

Charlie Mayo, MD
Cumberland Memorial Hospital
Cumberland, WI

Apple Bodemer, MD
Madison WI

Julia Skapik, MPH, MSIV JHUSOM

Health Policy Chair, American Medical Student
Association 2007-2008

Elisa R. Breton, MD

Donna M. Gilligan, BSN, RN

Maggie Meehan, MA, RD, MPH

Eleanor Norwood, BSN, COHN-S, MPA, MPH
Lalita Kaul, PhD, RD, LDN

Mark E. Rifkin, MS, RD, LDN

Katie Holland, MS, RD, CNSD
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