Endocrine Disruption Prevention Act of 2009

Purpose of the Legislation
· Facilitates the scientific research necessary to identify, with a better degree of certainty, endocrine disrupting chemicals (EDCs)

· Unties federal regulatory agencies’ hands -- even though independent research on EDCs abounds, many agencies lack authority to act without their own scientifically validated data or do not have the authority to consider cumulative and aggregate risks of chemicals.

· Allows NIEHS the flexibility to use updated testing methods, since the complexity of endocrine disruption may not fit classic toxicology causation assumptions (e.g., linear dose-response relationship)

· Will generate information essential to developing broader legislation as Congress faces reauthorization of several federal regulatory bills

· Creates a database that will aggregate information collected by all federal regulatory agencies in order to track all routes of exposure to EDCs
Key Points of the Legislation

· Authorizes NIEHS to conduct a research program to identify EDCs

· Establishes an Expert Panel which will develop a list of chemicals of concern

· Requires agency action if an agency has some existing authority over any chemical found to present more than a negligible level of concern 

· At a minimum, agencies must provide a response to NIEHS, and a report to Congress, as to their proposed course of action in response to the Panel’s findings.

· If a chemical presents a higher degree of concern, it shall be deemed to present an “unreasonable risk” under TSCA and FIFRA, and to be “unsafe” under FQPA – which automatically triggers regulatory action under those statutes.

· Requires the FDA to establish a confidential electronically searchable chemical database, made available to all federal regulatory agencies, that will contain information as to the risk of cumulative and aggregate exposure to chemicals of concern  

