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TSCA‐ The Law that Didn’t Bark

The basics (by the numbers): 

• 80,000 chemicals in commerce.

• TSCA “grandfathered” 62,000

• Required testing on 200 in 33 years. 

• 5 chemicals have been restricted. 

• 18 years since EPA tried and failed to regulate 
asbestos



�The Results…

Public Health Failure

Market Failure

Loss of Leadership



Moment (um) for Reform…

• Trade Partners demanding change/ changing 

• States step into the void

• Barrage of New Science

• Marketplace or “retail regulation”



Last Year’s House/Senate 
Legislation 

1) Quick Action on the Worst Chemicals 

2)  Information for All Chemicals

3)  Protection for the Most Vulnerable











Why We’re Hopeful

‐More State and Market Action
continues to drive industry to the table. 

‐ Campaign Broad and Deep Enough
to block reform in Congress that isn’t 
sufficient

‐ Engagement/Negotiations with 
Industry increasingly possible 



Last Week



Week Before

“Study finds toxic chemicals in pregnant 
women's bodies” USA Today

“Pregnant Women Awash in Toxic Chemicals. Is 
that bad for baby?” Time Magazine

“Nearly All Pregnant Women Harbor 
Potentially Toxic Chemicals”Washington 
Post’s The Checkup



How to Spot Phony Reform

• Multi‐year prioritization process.

• Only action is on prioritized chemicals.

• No information required for chemicals that 
aren’t prioritized.

• Safety standard and process that doesn’t 
reflect current science.

• Broad pre‐emption of states.

• No changes for new chemicals.



Meaningful Reform

• Quick prioritization process.

• Non‐prioritized chemicals are not exonerated, 
only SAFE chemicals.

• Health and Safety information is required for 
all chemicals.

• Safety standard reflects National Academy of 
Sciences thinking.

• Well‐studied chemicals move to risk 
management quickly.


